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1 EXECUTIVESUMMARY

On behalf of the Southwest Illinois Connector Task Force, thank you for reading this Executive
Summary. We encourage you to peruse the entire report. It makesnapelling case for a
{2dziKgSaild LEttAy2Aa /2yySOG2N wdzNF £ 9ELINBaag!l @
State of Illinois.

The idea of a regional rural expressway connecting Southwest lllinois to the St. Louis
Metropolitan area has been praffed and studied for many decades. Todayg, IlL 154and IL
13/127 from Waterloo to Murphysboro has only one travel lane in each direction with freight
bottlenecks, inadequate shoulder widths, no mutibdal facilities, and a tragic history of fatal
and severe injury traffic accidents. There are compelling safety concerns and many lives have
been lost and even more people have been critically injured via Joeadollisions and lane
departure crashes. Funding is needed to widen the highway to two laneacim direction to
enhance capacity and reduce travel times, eliminate freight bottlenecks and conggstiamte
tourism, boost infrastructure investment and economic activity in the regiprovide
intersection improvements to enhance safety for drivepedestrians, and cyclistsviden
shoulders for farm equipment, school buses, and reduce lane departure crasimsve the
quality of life for community members, reduce emissions, and enhance safety for all users.

Someone once said that the rising tilifes all boats. True wealth and a thriving economy depend

on the big threeX manufacturing, mining and agribusiness. The Southwest Region enjoys a
diverse, if limited, manufacturing bassee Appendix CThere are coal and limestone mines,
employing hunreds inextraction and transportation. More than 650,000 acres are engaged in
agribusiness and its resulting water and truck transportation jobs. Intfa$, { 2 dzi KgSa i wS:
work ethic is born of generations on the family farm. Southern lllinois Wsityen Carbondale

and Southwestern lllinois College in Red Bud provide education and training on evolving
technologies for incumbent and new workers. The Southwest Connector will serve their
excellence and future growtls€e page10).

Most potential newor relocating national or international manufacturing projects require, as a
condition for project site submittaproximity tofour-lane accessThe Southwest Region has and
is losing opportunities for new manufacturing concerns. Why? Lackaefrdane expressway. If
the Southwest Region and the State of lllinois are to increasewealth jobs, the Southwest



Connector is vital to that process
Together with the facilities of the \\\ f
Kaskaskia Regional Port District and thues T '
existing Class | railroads imet project

study area the Connector Highway will
complete the multimodal trilogy that can
propel the region into a worldvide

manufacturing, agribusiness and minin
competitor.
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The Southwest Region is replete W|t| zg

history and tourism. In fact, lllinolsegan
here and Fort de Chartres in Randolph

County once served as the Western Boundary of the United States. The World Sh&oting
Recreation Complex attracts thousands of shooters each year from all corners of the world.
Hunting is a very large draw. Modeer are harvested in the Southwest Region than in all other
lllinois Counties combined. Hiking, birding, biking and other outdoor activities draw thousands
here every year. The Southwest Region generates millions in tourism revenue yearly. Those
dollarshelp create entrylevel and service jobs. The Connector will increase the revenue flow,
benefitting the region and the state.

Child protection is a primary concern and specifically school bus safety-n®leing farm
machinery and implements create ahdklR® / KAf R YR FF3INROodzAAYy Saa
reasons for afour-lane rural expressway with wide shoulders. So are enhdrregional
connectivity, community and housing development, as well as deployment of military assets in
critical situations.

Lastly, access to healthcare will be enhanced by a Southwest lllinois Connector Rural Expressway.
Healthcare providers face lack of timely patient transportation, limited resources for psychiatric
patients, and lack ofour-lane access to critical care fitdeés. For example, neaxistent local
obstetric services mean babies must be bornaatlistant regionalfacility. Many lives have
commenced in an ambulance speeding to an obstetric hospital. A ruralleoarexpressway will
reduce travel times and meahose babies can be born in a hospital.

Again, thank you for reading this Executive Summary.

Please consider the minutia by studying through the entire report, focusing expressly on the
safety aspects, the increased muttiodal, economic development psibilities, and the
elimination of transportation bottlenecks.

Sincerely and Respectfully,
Dr. Marc KiehnaChairman
Southwest lllinois Connector Task Force



2 INTRODUCTION

The Southwest lllinois Connector Task Force was created with the passage of Semate J
ResolutionNo. 54 (see Appendix Aduring the 2018 veto sessioBenator Paul Schimpf of the

58" District § K2 AYGNRRddzOSR (KS o0Aff Ay GKS {Syra&aS a
creating this task force was to give the proponents of thghway a chance to make their case

as to why the building of this highway which has been talked about for ovgeafs is actually
feasible and what the economic benefits would be. | have been asked why | feel the time is right
for the highway to be appved for construction. | see two reasons. First, the grass roots support
for the highway has been tremendous. In the past, the ideas for constructing this highway have
been from the top down. This grass roots effort has been led by the great wotledfdur
County Highway Coalition. The other reason | feel optimistic about the highway is that the State
of lllinois is going to be spending money on a capitol plan for infrastru¢tére

Resolutions in support of the rurbdur-lane expresswaygsee AppendiD) have been passed by

the towns and villages along the proposed route and letters of supfzee AppendiE) have

been received from interested businesses, health care institutions, and economic development
groups. Local mayors, city administratorgerested citizens, and media representatives have
been regular attendees at the Connector Task Force meetings. Staff member Dave Tanzyus of
Congressman Mike B&@ti zh@sbdeis attendance along wiskaff memberJim Kirkpatrick

who represents Senar Tammy Duckworthand Lauren Bonnemwho represents Senator Dick
Durbin StateSenator Schimpf, Representative Bryant and Representative dksitattended

The project is in the counties of Monroe, Randolph, Perry, and Jacksoathwestern Illinos.
This area, by definition, is ruralThetwo-lane highways along th@roposedSouthwest lllinois
Connector Highway are experiencing a very high number of fatal and serious injury crgsees
Appendix B) Since 2012, there have be&®17 crashes 17 were fatal crasheghat resulted in

22 deathsand 119 Ainjury crasheghat resulted in210 severely injured personsAn A injury is

an injury that prevents the injured person from walking, driving or continuing the normal
activities he/she were capablaf before the injury occurred and can include severe lacerations,
broken/distorted limbs, skull injuries, chest injuries, and abdominal injuries.

9ELI}I YRAY3I L[ o= L[ wmMpnZ FtYyR L[ MokmMHT (G2 n f
median. The adlition of another lane and wide shoulders will reduce lane departure crashes,
sideswipe same direction, parked/disabled vehicle and reard crashes, improve travel times,

reduce congestion, and promote economic developmentidening the outside shouldés 10

feet will also provide safer accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, farm equipment, and
children waiting for school buses. Turn lanes will be added at busy intersections to mitigate
turning and angle crashes and eliminate freight bottleneckse réadway ditches will be graded

to flatten slopes, remove fixed objects and droffs from the clear zone thus reducing fixed

object crashes and overturned crashes and improve drainage. Most importantly, the installation

3
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pnQ ¢ARS nmgddn baier WibpRysitafly sépgidre opposing traffic and help

stop vehicles traveling into the opposing traffic lanésus reducing head on crashes and
sideswipe opposite direction crashes.

The proposed Southwest Illinois Connector project would stiict a regional rural expressway
connecting Southwest lllinois to the St. Louis Metropolitan area along the existing-tarce
roadways of IL 3, IL 154, and IL 13/12IMhe proposed roadway study area is shown beldwe
project would connect the communies of Columbia, Waterloo, Red Bud, Sparta, Pinckneyville,
Murphysboro, and CarbondaleThe Southwest Connector would provide direct connectivity to
Interstate 255 and Interstate 57 and is a major origin and destination for travelers accessing the
World Shooting& RecreationComplex, Pyramid State Park and Southern lllinois University in

Carbondale.
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3 PURPOSE ANONEED

The proposed Southwest Illinois Connedtbighway Project (SWICHR)s thepotential to solve

a multitude of problems and issues farea esidents Major issuesinclude: traffic safety,
economic development, access to healthcare, educational employment and opportunities,
existing roadway deficiencies, national defense, mmitidal movement of goods, regional
connectivity, school bus safetgommunity development and home building, amadcess to
recreational opportunities and tourism.

Issues and problems withiraffic Safetyinclude hazards involved in the movement of farm
equipment because of limited shoulder width and th&me roads withoti passing capability.
Crashes on the existing routes are a problem due to congestion and traffic volume. There are
huge challenges moving large trucks through the historic districts in Red Bud and Pinckneyuville.
The fourway stop at Route 154 and Rowgen Red Bud does not facilitate trucks turning. Drivers
must stop early and allow trucks to swerve into their lanes so trailers can move through the
intersection. In peak traffic periods the trucks cagstended delays Similar problems exist in

the Phckneyville Square where Route 154 and Route 127 intersect.

Freight Bottlenecks: There are several
freight bottlenecksthat exist along the

Southwest lllinois Highway Connect

project study area. In  downtown
Pinckneyuvilletraffic circulation problemsta

the intersection of IL 13/127 and IL 154 an
compounded by confusing traffic patterns
inadequate turning radii, ostreet parking,

andbicycleand pedestrian travel. Traveling
north and south along IL 127 includes tigh
one-way loops (see exhibit tohe right)

FNRBdzyR (GKS G26yQa j dzt NB 6AGK GKS t SNNG
Gounty Courthouse in the center. Turning

east or west along IL 154 is difficult due to sight distance problemadequate radii, and on

street parking. The travel configuration around the square is aafhedifficult for large trucks,
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